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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00055 180615Z 
ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EUR-08 NSC-05 NSCE-00 SP-02 INR-05 
CIAE-00 PM-03 DODE-OO TRSE-00 PRS-01 /046W 

180701Z 075045/22-12 

R 171510Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3967 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

SECRET TRIPOLI 0055 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, LY 
SUB J : LARG IN DISARRAY 

1 . PERHAPS FUELED BY END OF YEAR FESTIVITIES, TRIPOLI 
DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES CURRENTLY FILLED WITH RUMORS OVER 
MORE THAN NORMAL STATE OF DISARRAY AND INFIGHTING IN UPPER 
LEVELS OF LIBYAN GOVERNMENT. SPECULATION APPEARS BASED 
ON FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

A. UNEXPECTED QADHAFI SPEECH ON 24 DECEMBER ANNOUNCING 
INTENTION TO MOVE TOWARD "PEOPLE POWER" AND SIMULTANEOUS 
DISMANTLING OF REGULAR GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL. 

B. STRANGE AND UNEXPLAINED CONFUSION OVER DIPLOMATS’ 

CHRISTMAS IMPORTATION OF LIQUOR WHICH WAS FORMALLY APPROVED 
IN WRITING BY MFA AND SUBSEQUENTLY DENIED BY MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR (AFTER SHIPMENTS HAD ARRIVED AT TRIPOLI 

AIRPORT). SUBSEQUENT SILENCE FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY 
HAS ONLY BEEN BROKEN BY OCCASIONAL EMBARRASSED STATE- 
SECRET 
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MENTS TO EFFECT THAT MATTER IS BEING DECIDED AT HIGH 
LEVEL. 

C. PECULIAR PROBLEM OF ITALIAN SCHOOL WHICH WAS 
INITIALLY GIVEN PERMISSION TO OPEN BY FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, SUBSEQUENTLY DENIED BY EDUCATION MINISTRY, 

THENCE AUTHORIZATION FORMALLY CONFIRMED BY PRIME 
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MINISTER TO VISITING ITALIAN MINISTER OF TRADE AND 

RECENTLY REVOKED BY MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 

D. RUMORED ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT BY GROUP OF 
MILITARY OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN AGAINST COLONEL 
QADHAFI SHORTLY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

2. AS SPECULATION GOES, QADHAFI ATTEMPT TO PROMOTE 
ABOLITION OF RCC IN NOVEMBER MEETING OF GENERAL 

PEOPLES CONGRESS WAS OPPOSED BY REMAINING MEMBERS 
OF RCC WHO LOBBIED IN CLOSED SESSION AGAINST APPROVAL. 
SUBSEQUENT SPEECH OF DECEMBER 24 WAS ATTEMPT BY 
QADHAFI TO REGAIN MOMENTUM IN EFFORT TO CHANGE 
STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT. INFIGHTING, HOWEVER, HAS 
ALLEGEDLY INTENSIFIED RESULTING IN A NUMBER OF CASES 
OF PUBLIC INDECISION. ANOTHER FACTOR IN THIS 
SCENARIO ARE REPORTS OF CHIEF OF STAFF KHAROUBI'S 
EFFORTS TO SHAPE UP ARMY THROUGH RETIREMENT OF A 
NUMBER OF SENIOR STAFF OFFICERS, REPLACING THEM WITH 
YOUNGER PEOPLE OF HIS OWN PERSUASION. FURTHER ELEMENT 
WAS QADHAFI REPORT TO RCC FOLLOWING RETURN FROM MOSCOW 
WHICH REPORTEDLY PROVOKED ADDITIONAL CONTROVERSY BECAUSE 
OF FEARS OVER CLOSER TIES WITH SOVIETS. 

3. TRIPOLI DIPLOMATIC CORP IS WELL KNOWN AS A RUMOR 
MILL AND CURRENT SPECULATION IS PERHAPS ONLY THAT. 
NEVERTHELESS, SOME OF THE INDICATORS TO HAVE APPEARANCE 
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OF REALITY AND IT IS NOT ILLOGICAL TO SUPPOSE THAT 
RCC MEMBERS DO NOT CONTEMPLATE WITH EQUANIMITY THEIR 
FORTHCOMING DEMISE. 

CARLE 
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